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FROM PRESIDENT SICILIANO’S DESK

T his spring  has  seen the  society  act ive  in  several  d i f ferent  projects .  Among them has

been our  monthly  programs at  the  Traverse  Area Dis tr ic t  L ibrary.  These  included  

programs on the  Chris tmas  1914 cess ion of  host i l i t ies  in  World  War I ,  the  Mari t ime docks 

at  Grei l ickvi l le  and an his tor ical  review on the  changes  in  local  publ ic  educat ion.   We 

have a lso  worked on cont inuing to  preserve  and protect  our  his tory  through volunteer  

e f forts  at  TADL in  process ing  the  his tor ical  archives  there  and s taying  involved in  bui lding  

awareness  about  the  preservat ion of  Central  Grade School ,  working  with  c i ty  of f ic ia ls 

about  the  future  of  the  Con Foster  Museum Col lect ion,  and establ ishing  a  new his tor ical 

s i te  for  the  or ig inal  homesi te  of  the  area ’s  f irs t  school  teacher  in  Hickory  Hi l l s .

As we look towards the summer of 2019  
we continue our work with the downtown 
businesses and local art  organizations to  
support the placement of ten historic plaques 
in downtown Traverse City,  to take the 
next steps in developing the historic site 
in Hickory Hills  for the nineteenth century 
Goodale-Hitchcock homesite and explore a 
possible future museum site that presents the 
history of the Traverse City State Hospital . 
Our summer tours of downtown Traverse City 
and the Oakwood Cemetery will  resume.  We 
welcome member involvement in any of these 
projects.

Finally,  using the funds raised through 
the generous donations of our members to the  
Petertyl  Educational Fund, we are excited 
to announce that we have reestablished the  
Petertyl  Archival Internship this summer and 
have posted for up to two interns to work on 

the local history collection at the Traverse 
Area District  Library.  This will  provide an  
opportunity for interns to work a total  of  
forty (40) hours over an eight (8)  week period 
during the summer of 2019.  They will  be paid 
$11.55 per hour. 

Past TAHS Archivist  Peg Sicil iano will  
provide volunteer supervision of the intern(s) , 
under the watch of TADL Librarian Katheryn 
Carrier.  Sicil iano will  craft  and supervise the 
internship,  with approval from Carrier
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We are continuing to work with the Traverse 
City Art’s Commission and downtown merchants to  
finalize a TAHS generated effort to get 10 historic 
plaques placed in downtown Traverse City on TC 
Light and Power (TCL&P) light poles. We continue 
to have meetings and discussions with the afore-
mentioned parties about this project. We have  
received formal approval from TCL&P to attach the 
plaques to the City owned poles. At this point it 
still seems likely that this joint venture will soon 
be completed.  The Traverse City Arts Selection 
Panel has tentatively scheduled a meeting for May 
1st to decide which of the images that TAHS has 
submitted for consideration to be placed on the 
plaques will be their final choices.  If this meet-
ing does occur and a decision is made then the  
project goes back to the full Arts Commission for 
their approval in consultation with the down-
town merchants who are the two entities that are 
funding this program.  After this step the next 

stage is for the project to go before the City of 
Traverse City, City Commission for final approval.   
While there are several steps left in the process, 
other than the decision of the Arts Selection Panel, 
the other steps are largely procedural and should 
go quickly. 

 We continue to monitor the effort to replace 
the state historical marker in front of the former 
Women’s Library on S. Cass Street which was in 
some manner removed approximately two years 
ago. We know that there will be significant cost in 
getting the marker replaced. We are aware of the 
fact that there is a local sponsor who will pay the 
cost of the replacement marker.  Another Board 
member did briefly contact the sponsor to verify 
their interest and offer to work cooperatively with 
them on getting the plaque replaced.  Hopefully, 
this project will also soon come to fruition.

FROM VICE PRESIDENT ANDERSON’S DESK

We are happy to welcome five new members since our last newsletter.  Our new members are Brian 
McCall, Eliot Singer, Stewart McFerran, Sally Bell and Gordon Grimm.  Our membership now stands at 
one hundred seventy-seven members.  Please encourage your friends and neighbors who are interested 
in history to join us and help in preserving Traverse City’s wonderful history!!

FROM MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR JENNINGS’  DESK

Membership Update
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For our February program, Brian McCall present-
ed on the Christmas 1914 Truce of World War I. 
Occurring mostly along the Anglo-German battle 
lines, the truce that lasted about four days provid-
ed a humane respite from the unprecedented car-
nage that had preceded it. Started by the exhaust-
ed soldiers without direction from their superior 
officers, British and German infantrymen came 
together to exchange gifts of chocolate and tobac-
co and to take time to bury their fallen comrades. 
The story of this brief lull in fighting that would 
leave millions dead was suppressed by the Euro-
pean press but the story got out to the American 
newspapers and was recorded by diarists and in 
letter written through Red Cross mail for future 
historians.

For our March program, Kathy Firestone pre-
sented on the Maritime History of Greilickville. 
She showed several photographs of the docks along 
the Leelanau shoreline and discussed the people, 
places, businesses and ships that characterized life 
and transportation in the nineteenth and twenti-
eth centuries. Before the advent of the automobile, 
travel for pleasure or business was often by the 
ships that came to our docks.

For our April program, Richard Fidler present-
ed on “How Schools Changed: Traverse City Pub-
lic: A Case Study.” He discussed how the nature of 
public school curriculum changed from 1885 to 
the present. Among the major changes that schools 
faced from that period included the following: the 
expansion of secondary education to all students, 
greater federal and state authority in school re-
form, the end of gender discrimination particular-
ly in school athletics, growth of technology in the 
classroom, and the impact of larger school sizes on 
educational practices.  

Most of these changes have had a positive impact 
on student learning. But some such as the great-
er focus of standardized testing have had mixed 
results. He also discussed the different types of 
curriculum.  The coursework of 1919 that included 
agriculture, civil government that covered county 
government, penmanship, and health has given 
way to more focus on Mathematics, Language Arts, 
Science and Social Studies.  Teachers’ approaches 
changed with the classroom structure. Rowed seat-
ing where teachers were simply conveying infor-
mation to students to receive it has given way to 
flexible classrooms where students engage more 
in their own learning through inquiry based ap-
proaches.

TAHS -  FEBRUARY,  MARCH,  & APRIL PROGRAM REVIEW
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The archives see continued improvement under 
the direction of Katheryn Carrier, who took over 
reference access and volunteer efforts for the  
archives after Amy Barritt’s departure in January 
2019. Volunteers have assisted her with creating 
shelving locations, finding misplaced materials, 
and pulling materials to assist in answering refer-
ence questions. If you need to access the archives 
or have an interest in volunteering, please contact 
Katheryn Carrier at ask@tadl.org, or phone the 
reference desk at 231-932-8502.

New materials are still being collected for the 
archives, and Amy makes time while she is at the 
Main Library to process the smaller collections. 
Traverse Area District Library staff are sincerely 
looking forward to welcoming Peg Siciliano and 
the Petertyl Intern this summer, as we hope to 
use those hours to the fullest to tackle some of the  
larger collections of significant historical  
value. Ongoing donors, including the Friendly  
Garden Club, League of Women Voters of the Grand  
Traverse Area, and the Grand Traverse Area  
Genealogical Society, continue to add to their  
collections as their annuals are published.

Amy is now branch manager at the Kingsley 
Branch Library, and is pleased that she still has 
the opportunity to engage in local history. She is 
currently working on developing a joint project 
between the Kingsley High School journalism class 
and the Senior Center Network to gather some oral 
histories this fall from some of Kingsley’s most  
experienced residents. You can still reach her at 
her original email, abarritt@tadl.org, or phone her 
at 231-263-5484.

A project that is now on the front burner is  
moving the archives’ digital records from Past-
Perfect to Omeka, the open-source platform 
that TADL has employed for their local history  
collection since 2011. The collection original-
ly started as the digital repository for the Floyd  
Webster Collection at Kingsley Branch Library, 
and now houses the oral history collections, the 
digitized newspapers, State Hospital reports, and  
yearbooks, and all the available finding aids for 
the archives. The technology department and 
TADL is assisting Amy with that, so it should be 
a smooth transition. Some of the benefits of the 
new platform is that we can access the “backend” 
from any internet-ready computer instead of the 
two that are networked to PastPerfect, and the  
interface is cleaner and simpler to use, so train-
ing times will be a fraction of what they are on  
PastPerfect. The level of description and access 
content will be on par with those familiar with 
PastPerfect, but Omeka uses a more widely-adopt-
ed metadata standard, Dublin Core, which makes 
our collections much more accessible on the web, 
as opposed to the proprietary standards found 
in PastPerfect. This means our content can be  
available broadly on discover tools like the  
Digital Public Library of America, which it  
currently is not. If you have any further questions 
on this transition, please feel free to contact Amy.

Gail Parsons Juett
Director - Traverse Area District Library

NEWS FROM THE LOCAL HISTORY COLLECTION, 
TRAVERSE AREA DISTRICT LIBRARY
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Sunday, May 12, 2019 – 5pm to 7pm
123 West Front Street, Traverse City

Speakeasy Salon Series

On Mother’s Day, members of TAHS will meet at the 123 Speakeasy, 123 West Front Street for our 
Speakeasy Salon Series, where we discuss and share local history stories in an informal setting. 
Bring an important nurturer in your life to sit down and swap stories about the women in local 
history that have made our area remarkable. We will meet from 5-7pm, and the password for the 
event will be revealed on our website the second week of May.

Our “salons” in March and April had lively discussion amongst small groups of avid and  
informed local history enthusiasts, loosely centered around a theme each month. Please visit 
www.traversehistory.org or our Facebook event page for more information on the Speakeasy  
Salon Series

TAHS Events and Programs committee is currently wrapping up our last few fall/winter programs and 
looking forward to our summer tour schedule starting in June. We’ve enjoyed the programs presented 
at the Traverse Area District Library this past season, and look forward to our program series beginning 
again next fall. If members would like to pass along ideas for programs for our next season, please con-
tact Jen at loup.jen@gmail.com. 

We encourage you to attend one, or both, of the remaining TAHS events in May.

FROM PROGRAM AND EVENTS COMMITTEE CHAIR LOUP’S  DESK

Saturday, May 18, 2019 – 1pm to 3pm
McGuire Room, Traverse Area Disctrict Library, Traverse City

Russ Soyring: The Changing Face of Traverse City’s Waterfronts. Past, Present, and Future.

Traverse City’s city planning director Russ Soyring will talk about how the bay waterfront was 
used in Traverse City’s early years, the community’s efforts to open up the waterfront for public 
use in the early 1970’s, todays waterfront, and plans for the future.  The program will also touch 
on the projects and plans that are in store for Boardman Lake and lower reach of Boardman River. 

Continued on next page ...
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SUMMER TOURS

Our summer tours are fast approaching. We welcome you to attend a tour, and we are also 
looking for tour guides if you or someone you know would enjoy sharing local history as you 
walk through some areas of Traverse City’s past.  

Downtown Tours - Second & Fourth Saturdays of the Month 
June thru October – 10:30am to 12pm

June 8th, 22nd; July 13th, 27th; August 10th, 24th; Sept. 14th, 28th; Oct. 12th, 26th

The downtown tours begin at the statue of Perry Hannah on the corner of Union and Sixth Street 
and follow a route through the downtown areas of Traverse City, remarking on buildings and peo-
ple notable to the growth of our city. We use past photos for visual reference, and tour guides pro-
vide facts pertaining to the history of the area.

Oakwood Cemetery Tours - Second & Fourth Sundays of the Month 
June thru October – 4pm to 6pm

June 9th, 23rd; July 14th, 28th; August 11th, 25th; Sept. 15th, 29th; Oct. 13th

The tours of Oakwood Cemetery meet at the entrance off of 8th Street, and are guided walking 
tours of various markers, graves, and memorials throughout the cemetery. Tour guides weave in 
facts and stories pertaining to notable local people and themes in local history.

Oakwood Halloween Tours 
Sunday, October 27 – 1pm to 2:30pm & 4pm-5:30pm (2 Tours!) 
Monday, October 28 4pm-5:30pm

If you are interested in helping with summer tours - either downtown or at the Oakwood 
cemetery, please contact Jen Loup at loup.jen@gmail.com or at 231.392.3253.
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THE PRESERVATION CORNER 
BY PEG SICILIANO

Earlier this Spring, I, as a TAHS Board Member and the past TAHS-Archivist, assisted Assistant City 
Manager Penny Hill with some records searches at the Sixth Street Carnegie Building.  While there, Hill 
shared some of the preservation steps the City is taking with the Con Foster Artifact Collection.  The 
most significant of these involved assuring proper collection storage and security.  Several steps have 
been taken in that area.  The City purchased two secure, archival-quality gun cabinets for the City’s his-
toric gun collection.  Archival-quality storage boxes have been purchased, and are being used for the 
storage of many of the artifacts that previously were on display in the upper rotunda of the Carnegie 
Building. The City also regularly monitors the climate control and security status of storage areas at the 
Carnegie complex. Collection inventory efforts are still focused on the City’s extensive Native American  
collection. Once that is finished, the other artifacts will be addressed.

Con Foster Collection

Preservation Opportunity for the Foundations of 
the Hitchcock/Goodale Farmhouse 

The TAHS continues collaborating in the preservation of these pioneer-family home foundations. They 
are located near the Hickory Hills parking lot, and along a main trail. Preliminary plans include clearing 
out the underbrush, the addition of benches, and of signage detailing the site’s historic significance.  The 
plans have been reviewed by the TAHS Board, and were given a preliminary review by Traverse City 
Parks and Recreation Director Derek Melville, resulting in positive feedback. The plans next will be 
shared with other interested parties for their feedback. The work is slated to proceed mid-summer to 
early fall.

State Hospital Museum

A small State Hospital Museum is slated to open in the Mercato at the Villages at Grand Traverse 
Commons over Memorial Day weekend. Initiated by the Minervini Group, TAHS members have assisted 
with this project. The Minervini Group sees this as a first step towards a larger museum presence at the 
Commons.  Signage for this small museum has been developed, and the next step is layout and design.  
Artifacts currently available for display have been reviewed by the project team.  We are still interested 
in locating additional artifacts. If you know of any such artifacts that community members would be 
willing to donate, or loan, to the project, please email the TAHS at traversehistory@gmail.com.
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During the month of March, 1929, certain citizens of Traverse City would have the privilege of witness-
ing a miracle right in their home town. It was midnight, and a small and very select audience gathered in 
the Lyric Theater on Front St. and sat in awe watching an event such as they had never before witnessed. 
When it was over and the houselights came up, they stood to their feet, applauded wildly and agreed 
unanimously that they had witnessed a miracle in modern technology. They had been present for the 
first “Talkie” ever shown in our fair city.

The title of this first “talking picture” was “Lucky Boy” starring George Jessel and ‘he technology that 
made it all possible was known as “Vitaphone-Movietone”. The audience was also treated to a newsreel 
and a short presentation of President Hoover’s inauguration, all with sound. The Lyric was the first the-
ater in northern Michigan equipped to present the new talking pictures. A new era in entertainment had 
come to Traverse City.

“MIRACLE” ON FRONT STREET -  BOB WILSON

DAN WHIPPLE,  A LEGEND IN HIS OWN TIME -  BOB WILSON

One of the most colorful characters in Traverse City Was “Uncle” Dan Whipple. He didn’t arrive in Tra-
verse City until he was ninety years old. For the next nineteen years he became a familiar and beloved 
figure to everyone who knew him. 

Dan Whipple was born in 1800 in western New York. According to Whipple himself, he was born into a 
line of long-lived, fierce warriors. His grandfather was a veteran of the Revolutionary War and lived to 
be 133 years old. His father fought in the War of 1812 and died at the age of 113. When he was 22 years 
old, he left New York and traveled west into the uncharted frontier beyond Chicago. He formed a part-
nership with a trapper and for twenty years he made a living in fur trapping and trading. Whipple told 
many stories of his adventures including encounters with hostile Indians. Often fearing for their lives, 
the partners managed to survive many harrowing experiences.

In 1843 Whipple joined General John C. Fremont’s expedition. Through ten years of danger and hard-
ship the two men became close friends. In 1843 Whipple teamed with Kit Carson and became an Indian 
scout. The two men hunted big game over a large area of the west and were often involved in skirmishes 
with bands of Indians. On several occasions they were taken captive but were always able to narrowly 
escape what seemed like certain death. During his forty years in the “wild west” Whipple made six sep-
arate trips over the Rocky Mountains. 

Continued on next page ...
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When the Civil War began, Dan Whipple enlisted with the First Iowa Volunteers. He was 51 years old 
when he enlisted and served for four years. Following the cessation of hostilities, Whipple apparently 
returned to fur trapping and trading. Little is known of his activities until 1892 when he was “discov-
ered” by Traverse City men hunting in the marshes near Betsy Creek. The hunters had come upon a cabin 
on the woods with a strange looking old man with long white hair and a heard to match standing on the 
roof. They soon learned that he was Dan Whipple and he was ninety years old!

Whipple found a warm welcome from the citizens of Traverse City and moved into a home at Hatch’s 
Crossing, about seven miles from the village. He soon became a familiar figure in Traverse City and ev-
eryone called him Uncle Dan. He was a man with great energy for his age. He would often be seen walk-
ing the seven miles into town, taking long, vigorous strides and using a stout walking stick. 

Nineteen years later on the morning of May 3, 1909, Dan Whipple breathed his last and Traverse City 
mourned his passing. Although he had no living relatives, the village had adopted him and made him a 
part of a much larger family. Stories of his life were passed from one generation to the next. Uncle Dan 
Whipple was truly THE LEGEND among the Grand Traverse Legends.

An expanded version of Dan Whipple’s biography is featured in Volume III of the Grand Traverse 
Leg-ends trilogy.

DAN WHIPPLE,  A LEGEND IN HIS OWN TIME -  CONTINUED
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The TIN CAN TOURISTS (TCT), America’s oldest 
trailer and motor coach club, is celebrating its 
100th Anniversary with events and rallies sched-
uled throughout the United States in Florida and 
Michigan as well as official events hosted by TCT 
state representatives 2019. This historic club, once 
the domain of travelers in the early 1920s who 
drove Model T Fords and tented along the sides 
of America’s two-lane roads, represents the very 
beginnings of our nation’s $13-billion-dollar recre-
ational vehicle industry.

To celebrate its 100th Year, the TCT will hold ral-
lies, caravans, and special events across America 
in many places where the Club’s members histori-
cally traveled, always following the guiding princi-
ples of clean camps, friendliness, decent behavior, 
and enjoying plenty of wholesome entertainment. 
The group, originally known for the distinctive 
TCT logo, has grown throughout the past century 
and now boasts over 2,000 club members and over 
40,000 Facebook followers.

A Centennial Celebration Caravan has been orga-
nized to visit areas that were a part of TCT history 
in Michigan. TCT held Summer Reunions in Tra-
verse City from 1921 to 1963. Many TCT members 
were also members of the Automobile Tourists 
Association and participated in events before the 
Summer Reunion at Orchard Beach State Park. TCT 
is excited to join Orchard Beach and Interlochen 
State Park in their celebrations marking the cen-

tennial of the state park system. An open house is 
scheduled at Interlochen on Saturday, June 22nd, 
2019 from 11 am to 3 pm. A Recreation Passport is 
required for vehicle entry into Michigan state 
parks. 

“Our tour of these classic campers is a reminder 
of a simpler time and place, says Forrest Bone, the 
Club’s national president. “Our members are eager 
to display their campers and motor coaches, rang-
ing in age from the 1930s to the 1980s. Each one is 
a beautiful example of America’s love affair with 
the emerging concept of leisure time, family vaca-
tions, and freedom on the open road.”

“Our members also enjoy showing off their col-
lections of vintage tow vehicles, luggage, camping 
items, tools, and appliances,” said TCT member 
Alex Alexander from DeFuniak Springs, Florida.  
“Whether you’re looking to enjoy classic camping 
in a smaller more efficient space, or just want to 
bask in the nostalgic glow of past family vacations, 
you will enjoy this event.” 

Approximately 60 vintage trailers and coaches 
ranging in age from the 1920s to the 1980s can be 
toured during this one-day event.  It’s well worth 
the drive to see these original tiny homes and meet 
the people who have lovingly restored them to 
their former glory.  But be forewarned, you may 
leave this event with a firm urge to start searching 
for your stylish vintage camper!

The Tin Can Tourists Open House is open to the public on June 22nd from 11 am to 3 pm. 
A Recreation Passport is required for vehicle entry into Michigan state parks. 

DIRECTIONS: Interlochen address for your GPS 4167 M-137, Interlochen, MI 49649

Contact: Forrest Bone, TCT President
Phone: 941-302-2415
Email: tincantourists@gmail.com
Website: www.tincantourists.com

TIN CAN TOURISTS CELEBRATE 100TH ANNIVERSARY!
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR VOLUNTEERS

Would you like to…

·  Help out at the archives under the supervision
of Katheryn Carrier, special collections librarian?

· Be an assistant for TAHS downtown or cemetery tours?

· Write an article about history or nature for the TAHS
Newsletter or other regional or historical publication.?

· Explore ways of getting local history into the schools?

·  Serve on a board committee to work on such projects as
newsletters, mailings, programming or maintaining the website?

·  Attend TAHS board meetings to find out more about board
activities and what you might do to participate?

· Consider being a program presenter at an upcoming monthly program at TADL?

· Or…do whatever job you think would be useful to the Society?

Leave an email at contact@traversehistory.org if you are interested in doing any of these things.

CONNECT WITH US ONLINE!
TRAVERSEHISTORY.ORG | LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: TRAVERSE AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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