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From President Siciliano’s Desk
Greetings and Happy Summer to our members. This issue of the Newsletter will provide a recap of our
summer program activities as well as our future plans for the autumn of 2018.
Continuing Successful Programming
Our final program for the 2017-2018 Monthly History Program Series on May 20 was a new approach for
the society. It was entitled Selected Historic Shorts. Created and organized by our program chair, Jenny
Loup, the program included three local historians giving short presentations on their favorite historic site.
Jen and Larry presenting:
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Larry Hains started the set by presenting on Perry Hannah and the early development of Traverse City.
Perry Hannah:
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Larry described Perry Hannah important contributions to the society and economy of nineteenth century
Traverse City. As a major employer he supported his workers and was a part of the company. Here is a
picture of Perry Hannah with his workers:

Among Perry Hannah’s contributions was connecting rail transportation to Traverse City so our community
was linked to the rest of western Michigan. For instance, below is picture of the Indiana and Grand Rapids
Railroad station once located at the north end of Park Street.
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Our second speaker was Sharon Jennings who spoke on the young men of Traverse City High School that
volunteered to serve our country in the Spanish American War. Using the Traversensian, the first annual of
the high school, she recounted the students serving in the unit known as the Hannah Rifles and their exploits
and challenges during the war.

Just three months after the war started, in May 1898, the Hannah Rifles, 83 men and boys, departed for
training and were mustered in to service as Company M of the 34th Michigan Volunteers. In July, they
arrived in Cuba and engaged in the battle of San Juan Hill. After this victory, they served in a support role
until the end of the war. They returned to Traverse City in September. While none of Hannah Rifles died in
battle, the war’s greater killer, tropical disease, claimed the lives of seven of the unit. Their service was
recognized in the city memorial pictured here:
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The final speaker was Richard Fidler who spoke on the great Traverse City fire of November 11, 1896. He
shared how the Traverse City Fire Department made a valiant effort to fight this terrific fire.
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Despite the firefighters efforts, the fire and weather conditions overwhelmed much of the buildings and
destroyed most of the wooden building on the south side of the 200 block of East Front Street.

9

Richard concluded his presentation by discussing the historical archeology of the site and talking about how
the artifacts found at the site help tell the story of the terrible day in 1896. He even brought nails from the
site to show us.

As we closed our monthly programs we turned to our summer tour season. We have had several successful
tours of downtown Traverse City and Oakwood Cemetery. All have been well attended and the public
feedback has been overwhelmingly positive.
For the details on our fall tour schedule, please refer to Program and Events Committee Chair Loup’s report.
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In addition to our tours and monthly programs, we continue to publish or republish our library of local
history works. This past year, we published our newest local history book, Bob Wilhelm’s Traverse City:
Then and Now.
TAHS Petertyl Fund is Positively Impacting Local History
The TAHS is utilizing the Petertyl Fund to nurture a love of history in our area youth. And remember, you
still have time to trigger matching funds for any donations (up to $100 a month) made to the Petertyl Fund
between now and the end of December. Simply make your donation check out to the TAHS with “Petertyl
Fund” in the memo line. Donations can be sent to: TAHS, P.O. Box 7051, Traverse City, MI, 49686-7051
Continued Michigan History Day Support: In 2018 the TAHS Petertyl Fund covered the fees of eight
TCAPS students who went to the State Finals. In spring 2019 the Petertyl Fund will be used by the TAHS to
support local students who choose to participate in the Historical Society of Michigan’s History Day
program. Middle School students who choose to work with their school’s History Day mentor will have
their $25.00 registration fee for state competition (should they advance to it) paid for by the TAHS Petertyl
Fund. Any Traverse Area students who advance to nationals also will have those $150 registration fees
covered.
TADL Intern Program: The TAHS is happy to announce yet another local history educational effort
supported by the Petertyl Fund. In summer of 2019, the TAHS’ Petertyl Archival Internship Program will be
reactivated. Based on a program from our time in the Carnegie History Center, this paid internship will give
one or two northern Michigan students a chance both to learn about archives, and to perform needed work in
the historical archives at the Traverse Area District Library.
Past-TAHS Archivist Peg Siciliano will provide volunteer supervision of the intern(s), under the watch of
TADL Librarian Amy Barritt. Both Siciliano and the intern(s) will be TADL volunteers, although the intern
will receive a stipend from the TAHS’ Petertyl fund. Siciliano will craft and supervise the internship, with
approval from Barritt.
Strong Partnership with TADL
The Petertyl Archival Internship Program is one of the ways that we continue to build a strong partnership
with the Traverse Area District Library. The Library’s acceptance of the TAHS Archives last year provides
a good home for this important collection. Our members continue to support the archives with hours of
volunteer service and your society has committed to monthly financial support of the archives. Much thanks
to TADL Special Collections Librarian, and Society Webmaster, Amy Barritt for her leadership of the
archives and her support of our work. See her report from the archives later in the newsletter.
Rebuilding our financial sustainability
Based on the hard work of your Board, particularly our Treasurer Larry Hains, we balanced our budget in
2017 and established a sound budget for 2018. See Treasurer Hains’ report below for more details.

From Board Treasurer Hains’ Desk
We continue to work successfully to meet our financial obligations and build a positive fund balance in 2018.
In addition, we have begun to restore the Julius Petertyl fund for historical education and have a current
balance of over $6,700 in that fund. We have significantly reduced past expenses and through our
membership dues, tours, publications, and generous donations we are in a stronger position than in several
years. As a result the fund balance for our general operations is now at $10,000.
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In addition, the society established a new fund based on the estate gift of $5,000 from long-time member and
past board member, Mary Lautner. We are very grateful to Mary and her family for their great generosity.
We have also committed to monthly payments of $100 to the Traverse Area District Library to support the
care of the historical archives which are located there. Board Secretary Peg Siciliano and President Stephen
Siciliano established a matching grant for our members where they matched contributions to the Petertyl
Fund up to $100 per month for this past calendar year. Given the success of the matching grant program, the
Sicilianos have agreed to continue the program for 2018. I want to thank our members for their generosity.

From Membership Committee Chair Jennings’ Desk
As of August 2018 we have 158 members in good standing. We would like to welcome our newest member,
Tak Ready, who is head of the Social Studies Department at West High School. We were delighted last May
when Tak invited Peg Siciliano and me to give a presentation to his students. Our presentation was on the
boys from the Traverse City High School class of 1898 who left school to fight with Teddy Roosevelt's
Rough Riders in the Spanish American War.
TAHS would also like to extend a huge THANK YOU to Anita and Chris Scussel who have joined our
membership as “Life Members.” Your commitment to helping us preserve our history is deeply appreciated.
Sadly, in May, we lost a long-time member and volunteer, Jim Galligan. Jim will be remembered for helping
us with the One Room School Research Project. This project was dear to his heart, as he began his teaching
career in an area one room school. His family set up a memorial fund in his name and I am sure he would be
happy to know his support continues on.
As always, thank you to all of you in our historical community who continue to support our efforts to keep
our history alive and well!

From Program and Events Committee Chair Loup’s Desk
We are excited about our upcoming season of monthly history programs held in the McGuire room at the
Traverse Area District Library.
Sunday, September 16, 2018, 1:00 pm
Karen Schmidt will present on this history of the hospital, farm, historic barns park and gardens at
the former Traverse City State Hospital. After 35 years in education Karen and her husband retired in
2000. During her career in education Karen served as a teacher, speech therapist, learning disability
consultant and school principal. She joined the Botanic Garden board in 2001 and is presently board
chair and acting executive director.
Sunday, October 21, 2018, 1:00 pm
October 21st is our annual membership meeting. Peg Siciliano will provide a short presentation on
the history of the Traverse Area Historical Society to give both members and prospective members
background on the origins of our society. The annual meeting will include a report on the state of the
society, presentation of a proposed 2019 annual budget, and the election of board members.
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Sunday, November 4, 2018, 1:00 pm
Local historian and Traverse Area Historical Society board member Fred Anderson will present a
program about the history of the City Opera House in downtown Traverse City. This talk is in
conjunction with the Visions of American Life project, organized and toured by the Detroit Institute
of Arts; the project includes an exhibition at the Dennos Museum featuring 40 outstanding works by
late-19th and early 20th century artists capturing American life, culture, and identity in that time.
Sunday, January 20, 2019, 1:00 pm
Local historian and Traverse Area Historical Society board member Peg Siciliano will present a
program about the transformation of West Bay and Boardman Lake from industrial to recreation and
of Traverse City from lumbering and industrial hub to an outdoor mecca and tourist/retirement hub.
This talk is also in conjunction with the Visions of American Life project.
We welcome your input and would love to hear from you if you have topic suggestions or ideas regarding
presenters. Feel free to send along suggestions to Jen at loup.jen@gmail.com.
We have a few more opportunities for you to catch a downtown or Oakwood cemetery tour, led by members
of TAHS. Our remaining downtown walking tours will be held on September 22 & October 27, and the last
cemetery tour will be September 16.
This year to date we have had a great turnout for our month tours and have enjoyed sharing our knowledge of
local history with a variety of people, locals and visitors alike. We still welcome your involvement if this
sounds like something you would enjoy!

News from the Archives by Amy Barritt
There’s nothing better than knowing the hard work of our volunteers pays off! Recently, a newly-described
image collection of the Armour Estate (Long Lake Township) was discovered by a young researcher, who
came in to view the collection over the course of several visits. She wrote a paper for a school project in
which she received high marks. She couldn’t have done that impressive work, if it hadn’t been for
volunteers!
Similarly, Dr. Richard Fidler completed his latest work, How the Good Times Rolled: What We Did For Fun
Before the Digital Age, which used a significant number of images from our local history collection, but also
features some real gems from our neighbors at Leelanau Historical Society and Museum and the Benzie Area
Historical Society and Museum. Fidler will be the first to tell you, his work would have been impossible
without the countless hours spent identifying, describing, and preserving these treasures of history. Don’t
forget to pick up your copy today (which, honestly, has at least 3 of my favorite photographs of all time
within), available at local bookstores and Amazon.com.
So what are our volunteers up to? Bensie Benghauser has been jumping all over the collections, finding what
was long hidden and making it available to the world! She finished her project on the Traverse City RecordEagle image collection, processed and described a collection of election results for various Grand Traverse
County townships dated 1915-1916, and processed and described the Malihini Club Records, 1946-1964.
The Malihini Club was a fun social group based in Traverse City that cared about staying informed about the
world, despite our remote location. They would have speakers, themed dinners, and other social activities
that combined learning and fun. This would be a great collection for anyone interested in discovering how
rural America viewed international relations at the time, and how social events were organized.
Cathy Griffin continues her duties with 110 Years Ago, easily the local history collection’s most consistent
exposure to the majority of Grand Traverse Area residents. In addition to appearing in the Traverse City
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Record-Eagle every Monday, parts of her column are read on a daily basis during “Old-Timey News” on
Rock 105 during the Afternoon Drive Shift by local radio host Smitty. Pretty much every week, a library
patron will stop in to say, “I never knew Traverse City had a (insert random business/social group here),” or
“That article on the misbehaving resident in 1908? That was my grandfather. I didn’t know he was such a
hellion!” In short, 110 Years Ago always gets people talking!
Janet and Joe Novak have been hard at work helping to pick up the pieces of partially-processed collections.
With the assistance of Marlas Hanson and Helen Altman, the Oak Park Congregational Church Records are
now in research shape. We’ve also gotten a good jump on the Rotary Charities Collection thanks to their
efforts.
Marlas Hanson also has been weeding the image collection, with the intention of getting images better suited
to other institutions to their appropriate homes. This has been a good exercise for the archives as a whole, as
we need a clear collecting scope to inform the growth of the local history collections. Why? Because we
can’t keep it all! Our shelves are simply bursting. Each item kept usually involves another decision on what
needs to be removed from the collection to make way.
Fortunately, we have volunteers like the intrepid Peg Siciliano, who is tackling our unaccessioned (but not
unloved) collections. She’s currently elbow-deep in the Clarence Anderson collection, which is an interesting
puzzle of materials spanning his life and interests. Often, the items he kept reflect popular trends of the time,
so his collection will surely be valuable for social historians of the mid-20th century.
While better and more compact storage for collections like the Clarence Anderson Collection helps, a longterm solution for our shelves overcrowding will certainly include purchasing more appropriate shelving for
the local history collection. Want to see what I mean? Stop in sometime, I love to give tours to TAHS
members!

The Preservation Corner by Peg Siciliano
August’s “Preservation Corner" introduces an exciting new preservation opportunity and reviews the three
preservation issues examined in May: Central Grade School, the use of the Sixth Street Carnegie Building,
and the status of the City of Traverse City's Con Foster Museum three-dimensional artifact collection.
Preservation Opportunity for the foundations of the Hitchcock/Goodale farmhouse: This summer the
TAHS was contacted by Gary Wilson, a descendant of the Hitchcock and Goodale families, early settlers of
the Grand Traverse region. Mr. Wilson works at MSU in Lansing, but he grew up summering in Traverse
City and still spends much time “up north.” He has identified the foundations of the original Hitchcock
farmhouse. They are located in Hickory Hills alongside one of the disc golf trails, and near the new
construction work being done there. The TAHS Board has agreed to explore with Mr. Wilson, the City, and
Hickory Hills the possibility of preserving and commemorating those foundations. Here is why they are
significant:
Thomas Hitchcock, and Helen and the Goodale family, settled in Traverse City in 1852. Helen, at
age 15, was the first schoolteacher in Traverse City. Her father, Dr. David C. Goodale, was TC’s
first doctor, postmaster, and proprietor of the Hannah & Lay boarding house. Thomas Hitchcock
arrived separately in 1852, with his cousin Henry D. Campbell. Thomas teamed at different times
with both Dr. Goodale, his future father-in-law, and cousin Henry Campbell, on various businesses,
including development of early stage coach lines running through Northern Michigan. Campbell
built and ran The Campbell House, which later became the Park Place Hotel.
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Discussions are in the beginning stages and contacts with the City and Hickory Hills are very preliminary.
Early brainstorming surfaced ideas such as clearing around the foundations and spreading wood chips,
perhaps placing a couple of benches in the area, and providing historic signage.
Gary and Peg at the Hitchcock-Goodale site:
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Central Elementary School: Over the last 3 decades TCAPS has several times considered closing Central
Elementary School. While the school is still open, it is often on the “short list” for closing due to its age. Its
closure would have a huge impact not only on Central Neighborhood, but also on this area’s architectural and
social history. Central Grade is the oldest of all operating TCAPS’ schools. It, and the Ida Tompkin’s
Administration Building, are the only examples of early-twentieth century brick school architecture left in
the immediate Traverse City area. Even all the private brick schools have been torn down.
The TCAPS bond renewal designates a portion of $165,000 (set aside for security and safety
reconfigurations) to go to Central Grade. Other than that, none of this recent bond money is allocated to that
school. However, a major portion of it is allocated to “renovate” (it is unclear whether this will be a
renovation, or a tear down and rebuild of) Glen Loomis. What happens at Glen Loomis could well impact
Central Grade school’s future. When Glen Loomis closed as a standard elementary school (it is now home to
TCAPS’ Montessori Program) in 2009, the closure decision was between it and Central Grade. As the two
schools are very close to each other, families and neighborhood residents were told that both would not be
kept open as standard elementary schools. Thus, it is reasonable to assume that size and reconstruction
decisions made in 2018-19 for Glen Loomis could in the future have an impact on the fate of Central Grade
School. If Glen Loomis were to be “overbuilt” (albeit unintentionally), or the Montessori program moved
elsewhere in the future, empty space at Glen Loomis could be seen as a reason to close Central Grade
School.
Given that, the TAHS has chosen to monitor TCAPS’ decision-making process concerning Glen Loomis.
Other groups also are considering efforts to monitor the situation. While no one is suggesting Central would
close within the next 5, or perhaps even 10, years, the decisions that are made now about Glen Loomis
should be made with Central Grade School’s future being part of the discussion.
Carnegie Building and Museum Collection: Assistant City Manager Penny Hill was contacted regarding
movement on these issues. On August 10th she responded that there have been no changes since her May
2018 update, other than that the elevator project at the Carnegie Building has been completed. Following is a
reprint of the information she sent to us in May:
Thank you for reaching out about the Carnegie Building and the Con Foster Collection. The City
currently leases space in the Carnegie Building to two tenants; Crooked Tree Arts Center and the
Grand Traverse Area Rock and Mineral Club. The building is also utilized as a polling place for
elections and is the site of the annual Festival of Trains event. The City has contracted with Grand
Traverse Construction for the installation of a new elevator. That project should be complete in
mid-May.
With respect to the Con Foster Collection, the City is in an ongoing process of compliance with the
Native American Graves and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA). City staff has been working with
Bernstein and Associates to consult with the various tribes. To date, no artifacts have been
repatriated, although two items have been requested for repatriation. All artifacts remain stored in
a secure location and in a controlled environment.
If readers have other preservation concerns they would like to see addressed, please e-mail your ideas
to contact@traversehistory.org.
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Feature Article: “A city of the Dead”, Oakwood Cemetery,
by Richard Fidler
Oakwood Cemetery, located off East Eighth Street, is a city of the dead. Like any city it has its streets and
by-ways, its monuments, buildings, trees and fences. It has its own neighborhoods - the Protestant,
Catholic and Jewish sections - which occupy land in roughly the same proportion as believers in those
traditions in the living city nearby. It even includes the homeless - in a sense - the unmarked graves of the
poor, Native Americans, and persons unclaimed by their families after dying in the Asylum.
As living cities have wealthy residents with large homes as well as middle class people with more humble
dwellings, Oakwood is a place that allows expression of class differences. The large granite marker of Perry
Hannah proclaims his prominence as the city’s chief citizen and the pillared monument of Henry S. Hull
eerily reminds us of his son’s sumptuous residence on Wellington Street. The graves of ordinary people,
made of marble and limestone, present a more modest face to the world. A single wooden marker remains
near the mausoleum, any trace of writing upon it sacrificed to the wind and rain.
The cemetery tells us much about the values of the society that created it. The land was donated by the
Hannah-Lay Company in 1861. In its layout and landscaping it was patterned after Mount Auburn, a
cemetery that was built in Auburn, Massachusetts, in 1831. Called a rural cemetery, Oakwood was designed
to be a place where people could mourn, meditate, reflect on their own mortality, and remember the past,
while enjoying the tall trees, flowering shrubs, gardens, and sculpture in a park-like atmosphere. Icons were
carved into the markers that set forth the beliefs of families of the dead: the lilies denoting resurrection, the
finger pointing upwards for the journey to Heaven, the oak leaves and acorns signifying strength of faith as
well as the weeping willow and draped urn sculptures that the living used to express their reverence and
sadness. Patriarchy is expressed by the placement of individual stones within the family plot: the father is
always front and center. Soldiers are remembered with individual monuments for the Civil War, the SpanishAmerican War, and all of the wars of the twentieth century. One Confederate soldier is buried here, too.
Membership in secret societies is displayed on many graves: the freemasons and several others. The
Woodmen's Circle, the women’s auxiliary of the Woodmen of the World, marks its members with tree-stump
monuments carved from limestone - a charming sculpture that attracts the attention of cemetery visitors.
A city can grow and so can a cemetery. Oakwood now has more than 24,000 residents, a population
considerably larger than the living city's. An oak has been cut down near Eighth Street and it is possible to
count 160 rings on the stump: it was a witness to the first burial here over a century and a half ago. Imagine
the size of this “city of the dead” by the middle of this century!

Remaining Summer Tours
This year we are not charging a fixed rate for our tours. Instead, we are asking for a suggested donation of
$10.00/adult when attending a tour - with the understanding that all monies go directly to the Traverse Area
Historical Society and our goals to preserve.
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Downtown Tours
Every 4th Saturday June-October. Tours begin at 10:30. This year the tours will begin at the statue of Perry
Hannah on the corner of Union Street and 6th street. The tour will last approximately 1 1/2 - 2 hours. The
remaining tours are scheduled on the following dates:
• September 22
• October 27
Cemetery Tours
Tours of Oakwood cemetery will run every 3rd Sunday, June-September. This year they will begin at 4:00 in
the evening. The group will gather at the corner of Steele Street and East Eighth Street. The remaining dates
for the summer are as follows:
• September 16
Our popular Halloween tours of Oakwood Cemetery will take place on October 28 and 29th, starting at 5:00.

Opportunities for Volunteers
Would you like to…
• Help out at the archives under the supervision of Amy Barritt, special collections librarian (see her
report in this issue for possibilities)?
• Be an assistant for TAHS downtown or cemetery tours?
• Write an article about history or nature for the Grand Traverse Journal?
• Explore ways of getting local history into the schools?
• Serve on a board committee to work on such projects as newsletters, mailings, programming or
maintaining the website?
• Help organize and execute a TAHS Friday Night Live event?
•
•
•

Attend TAHS board meetings to find out more about board activities and what you might do to
participate?
Consider being a program presenter at an upcoming monthly program at TADL?
Or…do whatever job you think would be useful to the Society?

Leave an email at contact@traversehistory.org if you are interested in doing any of these things.

Announcement from Perry Hannah’s Home
The Perry Hannah House, now the Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral Home, will celebrate its 125th anniversary on
Sunday, September 9, 2018 from 1 pm to 4 pm. Perry's retirement home will be open for tour as well as the
home's beautiful gardens. This special celebration will also feature many activities and educational exhibits
including:
• The "Fathers" Partner in the Parlor: Father of Traverse City, Perry Hannah and Father Fred will help
fill the home's parlor with food pantry gifts from guests. There will be two life-size cutouts for selfie
photos with the fathers too!
• Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation's Youth Advisory Council in the Sitting
Room: Junior or Senior High School students can pick up an application for Perry Hannah
"Leadership Lessons Learned" scholarship contest. This special scholarship opportunity ($1,000 for
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•

•
•
•
•
•

first place and $500 for second) will be awarded in December with the winner to be included in the
third edition of Perry Hannah's Gifts, Then and Now.
Local history books in the Library: Peg Jonkhoff, co-author of Perry Hannah's Gifts Then and Now,
will sign copies of the new second edition book or previously purchased book. Other local authors
will also have copies of their books too such as Paul Welch, Val Winans, Les Dalgleish and Dee
Blair. Larry Hains will represent our society and have our large collection of local history
books available for sale.
Door Prizes in the Mahogany Room: Signup for several door prizes and more.
Second Floor Hallway: History of the Jonkhoff "work family" funeral service at the Hannah House.
Christmas trees in the Attic/Ballroom: Many Christmas trees will be on display on the third floor
with information about the Zonta Club of Traverse City's Festival of Trees event at Golden Fowler
on November 8 through 11, 2018.
Refreshments in the Garden: Enjoy lemonade, tea cookies, horse shoes, photos and fun with Hannah
Bear too!
Garden Tours: Both the funeral home's and Sunnybank garden at 325 Sixth Street will be available
for tour. Garden walkers will also see the unique setup for weather dependent funeral services in the
garden.

There will also be fresh floral arrangements displayed throughout the home created by local floral designers.
Special music will be provided by Sylvia Norris on harp and Less Dalgleish on guitar.
Guests will receive a 125th anniversary remembrance.

Link to TAHS Website
To connect to the Traverse Area Historical Society website, click on http://traversehistory.org.

